The money trail

By Robin Marshall

Last year’s Burns Supper, the 12th time the annual dinner had been held in Budapest, was always going to find comparisons tough. The 2008 event had been a record breaker, generating more than Ft15 million (about ¤56,300), and the 2009 edition was held in the midst of a deep recession. Given all of that, the fact that the Robert Burns International Foundation (http://www.rbif.org/).has around Ft7.6m (or some ¤28,500) to distribute to Hungarian children’s hospitals is no mean feat at all.

Total direct expenses were around Ft3.8 million (about ¤14,300), and include the hotel costs, such as food and service, the pipers’ airfares (their time and talent is given gratis), the printing of programmes, draw tickets and flyers. The wine, band and sound and lighting were all given at concessionary prices.

Entrance donations (technically, there are no “tickets”) covered those costs and then some, generating Ft4.8 million (about ¤18,000). The auction raised a further Ft4 million (¤15,000), and the raffle another Ft2.6 million (about ¤9,700)

 

None of the profits have been paid out yet, as the Foundation works extremely hard to ensure that funding is only ever given to clearly identified projects (it never goes to general hospital funding), such as the purchasing of specialist equipment. 

General secretary Steven Jones explains that “We cannot just send the money without due diligence, so the money for last year is only now being allocated, and, in any case, until all the money is in, we cannot allocate.”

Since its inception as a fundraiser, the Burns Supper has supported the Semmelweis University hospital SOTE, the oldest medical school in Hungary, and its largest health care institution, with more than 9,000 employees covering approximately 6% of the health care needs of the country’s population. But in the past few years, there has also been a marked push to get much needed funding further out into the Hungarian hinterland beyond the capital. 

Thus, from the money raised in 2009, SOTE will receive Ft2.5 million to equip a newly renovated ward, and for chemicals for genetic research. Hospitals in Szolnok (about 100km southeast of Budapest), Gyula (230km southeast), Komarom (90km northwest), and Siofok (100km southwest) will each receive Ft1 million (about ¤3,700), although the health institutions have yet to identify their projects, and won’t get any funding until each has been costed and verified.

“We have always tried to find new hospitals that have not previously benefited, though SOTE is the exception as it is a national children's facility, and it therefore receives a donation each year,” said Jones.

 

“We also hope to assist other organisations, either through co-operation or facilitation. We do not generally deal with individual requests, but we work with organisations that do; we would need a much larger staff and a lot more funding to achieve anything in this area, and believe is better to let other organisations set up for the purpose do this.”

Outside of the Burns Supper itself, additional money is raised from the 1% of personal income tax that can be paid to the Foundation – at no cost to the tax payer, see separate story. “As we were set up in 2005, there had to be two full years of activity before we could apply to receive these monies,” Jones explained. “So 2008 was the first year for which we chould receive this money. For that year it will amount to around Ft1 million, although we only received notification a couple of months ago.”

Further funds of around Ft350,000 (¤1,3000) are generated by the annual Budapest Waiters’ Race and Irish nights. With these and the 1% tax donations, the RBIF hopes to use to fund yet more hospital projects.
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